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EXTENDED ABSTRACT 

The following dissertation focuses on the analysis of the current collective housing architecture of the Ancien 

Régime in ‘Bairro do Pombal’. As this is a neighbourhood located in the western expansion zone of Lisbon, 

the time period of the study refers exclusively to the eighteenth century. The pertinence of the chosen 

theme is given by the discovery of the high degradation of some of the existing buildings, as well as the 

‘decharacterisation’ of the place due to the new construction to which these dwellings have been 

submitted. 

 Thus, it is intended to make a record of this patrimony through its characterisation as to the urban 

insertion, composition of façade, type of stairs and functional distribution of the flats. Based on these 

aspects and on their comparative analysis, it is aimed to find the types that characterise this traditional 

housing, as well as the potential evolution between them. This ‘typification’ is based on the hypotheses of 

reproduction of the original building which, in turn, were achieved through the local metrical and 

photographic survey of the buildings, as well as through the research for modification projects in the 

archives. 

 That way a universe of 44 case studies emerges, of which 37 are presented in summary sheets, 

on the attachments, which allows them to be compared to one another. 

 Of this investigation arises 9 housing types, in which two exceptions were found. One of them is a 

vertical single-family housing that was later converted into collective housing. The other one is defined by 
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constructive aspects. All of the types are closely linked to the serial building construction, by the same 

owner, whereby they have very specific geographical positions. 

 The aim of this work is to establish a basis for a conscious rehabilitation of the defining 

characteristics of each type, improving their performance without destroying these values, important for 

the memory of the city. 

 In order to satisfy the proposed objectives, the ‘Bairro do Pombal’ was defined as study object 

and is inserted in the geographical area corresponding to the western hill of Lisbon. More precisely, it is 

located between ‘Escola Politécnica’ and ‘São Bento’ streets and it includes a set of buildings that can be 

compared to one another in terms of materiality and scale. 

 Although the eighteenth century is remembered by disasters and changes, it was intended to study 

buildings that follow a pre-Pombaline typological pattern that continued to be developed in parallel to it 

after the earthquake of 1755, but whose models differ from the Pombaline, although they sometimes reflect 

its influence. 

 The group of buildings that was chosen to constitute the object of study was composed by a larger 

sample, intuitively selected and constantly reduced according to the available information in the archives of 

Lisbon, and the possibility of making visits to its interiors. 

 The research method was based on a previous selection of case studies carried out in three distinct 

steps: theoretical research, fieldwork and analysis of the collected information. 

 The theoretical research was carried out through a bibliographic review that allowed the creation 

of a framework regarding the theme of current housing, its evolution and rehabilitation. This groundwork 

was the basis which supported the first approach to fieldwork and general selection of case studies. 

 Several authors have been studying the current colective housing built in the historical heart of 

Lisbon up to the eighteenth century. This study results in the identification of typologies and ways of 

inhabiting the city that contributed to the identification of selected case studies in ‘Bairro do Pombal’. 

However, it was found no publication that focused exclusively on the typological and architectural 

characterisation of this specific neighbourhood, which reinforces the pertinence of the study in question. 

 Gustavo de Matos Sequeira was the most relevant author for the historical characterisation of the 

area under study. Through his exhaustive work, we are given the history and creation of the western districts 

of the city of Lisbon. He also talks about the genesis of the suburb of ‘Cotovia’ and the routes that linked 

it to the city centre, about the genealogy of the ‘Soares de Noronha’ family, to which belonged the Villa of 

the ‘Cotovia’, and he also speculates on what might have been their house located beyond ‘São Roque’. 

It was a very important work to understand the origin of ‘Bairro do Pombal’, and its streets, consequent of 

the allotment of these lands. The works that followed were promoted by a construction company, whose 

owners lived in the area. 

 With a more restricted approach Hélder Carita elaborates an exhaustive and thorough study of 

‘Bairro Alto’, which provided essential groundwork for the study of current housing in the hole city of Lisbon. 

It is presented as one of the most important bibliographic elements used, not only for being a pioneer, but 

also for the high degree of detail that manifests regarding the constructive aspects which characterise this 



Marta Maria de Oliveira Geraldes  Orientador: Professor João Vieira Caldas 
 

 3 

typology. Carita also publishes in 1999 his master's dissertation on Manueline Lisbon and the formation of 

urban models of the modern period, providing some clues about the formation of the medieval city and the 

modernity with which the innovations of the Manueline city are presented. 

 Also, the Santa Casa da Misericórdia of Lisbon publishes, in 2010, an essay by Maria Helena 

Barreiros that is based on a set of seven investment properties built between the King João III Era and the 

late Duque of Pombal period. It outlines a characterisation of the collective housing, precedent and 

contemporary to ‘pombalino’ which depicts de transition between this and the previous medieval solutions. 

 Many of the buildings that survived the earthquake were either rebuilt or increased, confirming that 

the authorities’ effort was not enough, or even failed to control these constructions after the earthquake, 

giving space to the permanence of a "lineage" of ‘Non-pombalino’ investment properties, and contributing 

to the major difficulty of confirming that they were previous, coeval or subsequent buildings to this period 

of reconstruction. However, there are some elements that allow us to approximately date certain 

rehabilitations as belonging to the second half of the nineteenth century. Namely, among many others, the 

placement of skylights in the stairway, when located in the centre of the building, balusters finishing the 

verge of the facades and cast-iron guards in the balconies. 

 The first buildings, built after the earthquake, were due to the ‘Building Company’ resulting from 

the association of two masters of works who benefited from the sudden imbalance, caused by this 

catastrophe, between the housing demand and supply. Regarding the district that is being studied, it is 

possible to verify that there was a mix of single-storey wooden sheds and investment properties adapted 

to the scale of the neighbourhood. Despite the existence of clandestine dwellings, it was these masters of 

works, that lived in the area, who answered to this search for houses after the earthquake, organising and 

taking responsibility for quick construction, ensuring the deviation and punishment of any unqualified worker 

or professional. 

 Therefore, it is understandable that the ‘Bairro do Pombal’ grew appart from ‘Casa do Risco’, 

making impossible to create an architectural uniformity even though, due to the presence of the building 

company, small uniform sets of buildings were found. It should also be emphasised that the occupation of 

the allotments was cumulative and flexible, thus allowing the aggregation of lands according to the financial 

availability of owners and builders. This is a situation that was also happening downtown in the period of 

reconstruction.  

 Thus, if in one hand the ‘Soares de Noronha’ family limited themselves to pursuing, after the 

earthquake, an allotment action launched at the beginning of the 1950’s — which was already partly carried 

out at the time of the cataclysm — and presuming themselves to be aside of the new legal resolutions, on 

the other hand, they found some tolerance by the professionals of ‘Casa do Risco’ who abandoned the 

official projects of regularisation of the western districts, as well as the urban management of the areas 

outside the plans of Eugénio dos Santos. This disregard is associated to the failure of the initial ambitions 

concerning the total reorganisation of the city and the consequent lack of certainty on how to intervene in 

the areas uncovered by the same plan. This situation was aggravated by the ineffectiveness of the 

traditional surveillance mechanisms guaranteed by the Senate, which remained oblivious to all the 
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processes of urbanisation and constructive densification outside the areas covered by the reconstruction 

plan. 

 Secondly, the development of ‘Bairro do Pombal’ early lived with the approval of the urbanisation 

plans of the properties belonging to ‘Colégio dos Nobres’, which were possessed, since the second half 

of the 1760s, by the ‘Casa do Risco’. This means that we find in the immediate proximity of the 

neighborhood, an urban blur where the architectural issues were directly controlled by the ‘Public Works’ 

at the time, without leading to any intention to extend this regulatory action to the adjacent areas, already 

contemplated in the plans of Monteiro de Carvalho. This is justified by the fact that this was not a priority 

action, given that the relevance of its execution would hardly overlap the commitment made towards the 

reconstruction of the destroyed city center. 

 Consequently, as far as the areas outside the Eugénio dos Santos Plan were concerned, the main 

focus of the Duque of Pombal was to eliminate the presence of shed houses all over the city, so that only 

in 1777, at the end of his consulship, Monteiro de Carvalho would promote, excluding these constructions, 

a process of legalisation of the building structures that were disseminated, by then, by the masters of works 

who were populating this areas of urban expansion. 

 Regarding the architectural and compositional elements of the current housing, the façades are 

sober and undressed of relevant decorative elements, having a simple and regular appearance. Concerning 

the composition there is an irregularity in the openings of the ground floor in relation to the upper floors. It 

contains two or three doors which, although aligned to the upper windows, have different dimensions from 

one another. On the upper floors, there is an alternation between windows and balconies and in a few 

number of cases there is a blind or partially blind area — illuminated by a small round opening. The Balcony 

window is the main element which characterises the city of Lisbon. It is framed by undecorated straight 

stone blocks. The bulkhead can rather be exclusive to a single balcony or be used by more than one, and 

its stone basement can present different levels of decoration, even along the several floors of a single 

building. This also allows us to detect the increasing in number of floors in comparison to the original 

edification.  

 The interior organisation is generally based in three spaces — living room, bedroom and kitchen. 

The interior distribution always privileges the living room, the larger social space of the house, by positioning 

it next to the main façade giving it the chance to benefit from better lighting, contact with the street and 

ventilation provided by the balcony windows. The bedroom and kitchen can be placed according to two 

variations — side by side communicating with the living room and having direct sun light given by the 

windows located in the back façade, or sequentially where the bedroom is right after the living room and 

has no openings to the exterior and communicates directly with the kitchen located near the back façade. 

 Concerning the finishing’s, the most used material is wood. It is placed on the floors, shaped in 

long boards, and on ceilings with overlapping of this boards creating an alternation of reliefs which we 

traditionally name by “saia e camisa”. 

 Once characterised the ‘Bairro do Pombal’, it becomes relevant to distinguish the several types of 

current housing analysed, that is, to ‘typify’. This is a methodological action that aims the identification and 
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characterisation of invariants mutual to a number of buildings, grouping them by type and thus allowing to 

understand the reasoning of formation and construction of buildings in this neighborhood. Then, the type 

is an abstraction of a set of elements that does not define a model, but rather can be translated to several 

shapes. In turn, the typology — current collective housing — corresponds to a reflection on the set of 

types. 

 The current collective housing in the neighborhood in study is based on a small set of criteria 

whose combination leads to the creation of 9 different types, of which 2 are presented as exceptional 

cases. Of the four baseline criteria there are three that are closely linked — number of flats per floor, type 

of internal distribution, type of stairway — which generates most of the types that were found. The fourth, 

because it is a constructive criterion, gives rise to a type of buildings which, despite having accesses and 

number of flats per floor that are also found in other cases, corresponds to an internal distribution 

inseparable from the structural/constructive method used.  

 The number of flats per floor, the first criterion to be taken into account, is extremely important 

since, of the 45 study cases, 18 have two flats per floor and 23 only one flat per floor. The remaining are 

exceptions that go beyond this definition: two buildings that were designated as non-communicating flats, 

because they had two dwellings on the same floor, but with no connection between them and independent 

accesses, eventually functioning as two distinct buildings with a unified façade giving the idea of being one 

a single building; two buildings that originally corresponded to single-family housing but no longer are. 

 The second criterion, of peculiar pertinence, organises the types based on the internal distribution 

of the flats, from which three distinct logics of living spaces arise: linearly, starting from the main façade 

towards the back; in a “T” shape where in the first module is the living room, corresponding to the main 

space of the house and, in the second module, the bedroom and the kitchen; in a "cross" shape, with four 

intercommunicating spaces being separated by orthogonal walls. In all cases this organisation is made 

independently of the number of existing compartments, i.e. there are three rooms directly corresponding 

to the functional areas of the dwelling – living room, bedroom and kitchen - although there are cases where 

this number increases or doubles without affecting the circulation scheme and articulation of spaces. 

 The third base criterion refers to the vertical accesses and allows the division of types into 

subtypes. (Figure 1) 

 

 Finally, the fourth allows to the creation of a particular type, unusual in the current construction of 

the Ancien Régime. This one will define the buildings by the constructive methods used, to the prejudice 
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of the other criteria. As a consequence, the spaces are distributed "in cross" shape being, therefore, the 

only type that presents this internal organisation. (Figure 2) 

  

  

 There are cases where the types are exemplified by only two buildings. Although this should not 

be enough to generate a new type, it is assumed that, in fact, the type exists and that with a wider universe 

of study it would be possible to find a greater number of cases that would fit in. 

 Knowing the general features that characterise the residential buildings of the ‘Bairro do Pombal’, 

built throughout the eighteenth century, and the main types that exist in there, comes up a reflection on its 

typological evolution. 

 This dissertation demonstrates that there are four most frequent types, which contain 27 case 

study — Types 1, 2, 3 and 5 — being Type 5, with two flats per floor, the one with the largest amount of 

buildings studied (Table 1). Still, there are five types registered in lesser quantities — Types 4, 6, 7, 8 and 

9 — containing only 14 of the cases. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

 

 

 

 The internal distribution of flats, basic criterion for the creation of types, is closely linked to the 

shape of the plot, which justifies the different number of buildings per type. That is, the ones that are in 

larger amounts are those whose plot shape is rectangular, deeper than its width, whereas the types that 

Tipo Quantidade % 

1 5 11,1 
2 5 11,1 
3 7 15,6 
4 2 4,4 
5 10 22,2 
6 4 8,9 
7 2 4,4 
8 2 4,4 
9 4 8,9 

outros 4 1,8 
Total 45 100,0 

Table 1 – Amount of case studies per type 
and its percentage.  

12-14 , R
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12-14 , R
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Figure 2 – Left: ‘Rua Marcos Portugal’ nº 12, 2nd Floor [Scale 1:300]; right: section of the 
same building [Scale 1:300]. 
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show up in smaller amounts assume less common implantations, such as plots that have an almost square 

plan or with width greater than depth — corresponding to the majority of the cases of two flats per floor — 

and buildings located in particular urban situations such as street corners. 

 The logic of distribution of types by the neighborhood is mainly favored by the serial construction 

of buildings by the owners of these lots, whereby it is deduced that the existence of types is closely linked 

to the existence of series. Thus, through the plan in the Figure 3, it is shown that in the ‘Calçada Engenheiro 

Miguel Pais’ there are mainly buildings of Type 2, in ‘Rua do Monte Olivete’ of Type 3 and in ‘Rua Marcos 

Portugal’ buildings of Types 5 and 9. The remaining types, with less amount of cases, are scattered 

throughout the streets of the neighborhood. 

 

 

 

 As this research was based on buildings that were constructed during the whole eighteenth 

century, it can’t be said that there is a correspondence between epochs and types, much less to establish 

a typological chronology. In fact, there was a simultaneous construction of all types during this period, 

resulting in a typological continuity pre- and post-earthquake. Nevertheless, it is possible to distinguish 

types as resulting from the rationalisation and improvement of others, leading logically to the 

comprehension of whether they are evolutions between one another. This doesn’t mean that the "less 

Legenda: 

	 Tipo 1 
Tipo 2 
Tipo 3 
Tipo 4 
Tipo 5 

	

Tipo 6 
Tipo 7 
Tipo 8 
Tipo 9 
Outros 

	

Figure 3 – Plan of morphological distribution of types [Scale 1:3500]. 
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evolved" have ceased to be built, fact evidenced by the existence in ‘Bairro do Pombal’ of types which are 

dated from the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries. 

 The typological analysis allowed us to conclude that the Types 1, 2 and 3 are very similar regarding 

the internal distribution of spaces differing, essentially, due to the depths of the plots. That is, there is a 

depth increase from Type 1 to Type 2, which allows the subdivision of the room. As the two new rooms 

now have smaller dimensions, there is the need to extend them to the kitchen, which consequently 

becomes narrow and long, taking on the appearance of a corridor. From this to Type 3, the depths increase 

again, which allows the introduction of a cross system in the second and third module — now with three 

bedrooms and a kitchen. In conclusion with the successive increasing of the plot depth, the number of 

rooms also increases (Figure 4), so it is assumed that the intention was to apply an internal distribution logic 

which adapts to the different dimensions of the plots. 

 

 When comparing Types 3, 4 and 7, it is easily seen the evolution between them (Figure 5). Type 4 

is a union of two buildings of Type 3 and is the consequence of the intention to build a larger number of 

flats in a single plot. Thus, the buildings are unified by a continuous façade although they have independent 

accesses to each dwelling of the same floor. The evolution from this to Type 7 shows up the perception of 

economisation of space by the introduction of a single vertical access that serves both flats of the same 

level. Likewise, Type 6 results from the duplication of Type 1. 

 

Figure 4 – Evolution between Types 3, 4 and 7 [Scale 1:300]. 

Figure 4 – Evolution between Types 1, 2 and 3 according to the increasing of depth plot measures [Scale 1:300]. 
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 The subtypes, resulting on the same distributive logic of the types from which they derive, appear 

due to the need to implement new types of stairs which are a consequence of the increasing of number of 

original floors. These new vertical accesses arise as a result of a speculation about the circulation, as the 

medieval stair system confine the vertical growth of the buildings.  

 In conclusion, the method used for the analysis of the buildings, based on the comparison between 

the summary sheets, which allowed the creation of groups with common characteristics that give rise to 

the types, was very effective and enabled the accomplishment of the goal — characterisation of the housing 

typology of the Ancien Régime in ’Bairro do Pombal’ — which this dissertation initially proposed. The 

organisation in types was still fundamental to a confrontation with case studies inserted in other areas 

already analysed, which contributed to their maturation and reinforcement, as well as to a better understand 

those buildings that were excluded from the types found but might be integrated in those which were found 

in other districts of Lisbon. 

 This categorisation was also essential to understand the changes and evolution of these buildings 

as well as the core characteristics of each type, providing bases for a rehabilitation that takes advantage 

of those that are positive, improve the negative ones and, above all, preserve the memory and constructive 

tradition. 

 Lastly, it should be pointed out that the major difficulty that was found, regarding the 

comprehension of the original building, is the lack of graphic and documentary information, since these 

were built throughout the eighteenth century and that the documentation of licensing and alteration projects 

in the town hall only began to be mandatory at the end of the nineteenth century. The solution that was 

used to overcome this problem was the local architectural survey of the selected case studies, where the 

exhaustive measurement of the façade elements and the photographic cataloguing of the interior of the 

flats, stairs and common spaces were carried out. 

 The age of these buildings and its comparison with others integrated in several studies of this kind, 

which date back to earlier times, shows that there is a continuity in the use of materials, techniques and 

types which have not evolved significantly for centuries. In this way, the studied buildings show us ways of 

inhabit and building that are previous to the Duque of ‘Pombal’ period, despite some of them have been 

constructed during or later to this one. Therefore, this typological and constructive continuity makes it 

impossible to distinguish whether the construction of the buildings is before or after the earthquake. It is 

this permanence of standards in the construction of current buildings that was accurately pursued in order 

to understand the generality of the ancient housing buildings. 

 Despite the common characteristics that allowed the perception of a way of building, it was 

possible to recognise a set of differences that allowed the identification of 9 distinct types that depend 

essentially on the form and size of the plots. However, they do not show standardised measures which led 

to the discover of an enormous variety of widths and depths, although it is possible to find dimensions that 

are replicated in the variety of buildings. 
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 The analysis of the cases and the removal of layers of expansion and transformation allowed us to 

conclude that the neighborhood was, in its origin, composed of two and/or three-story buildings, 

representing respectively 34.1% and 56.8% of the cases, whose typology is mainly for collective housing. 

It was only detected two cases of single-family housing. 

 The change in customs and ways of inhabit, throughout the centuries, have led to transformations 

that go beyond the addition of floors. In particular, the conversion of attics into mansards or their subdivision 

in several room with introduction of dormer windows, the addition of sanitary facilities in the back of the 

building in sunrooms that disqualify and deprive the back façades and the backyards. 

 Considering the poor state of conservation of some of the buildings in ‘Bairro do Pombal’, which 

in many cases led to its exclusion from this study due to the lack of information available in the archive of 

Lisbon, as well as its neglect — that made it impossible to visit the interior — makes rehabilitation urgently 

needed. Although these buildings have already fulfilled the mission for which they were built, as they have 

already exceeded their expected average life time, they are part of a group with a history and value that 

can be classified as patrimony. 

 The present dissertation thus contributes to the knowledge of the architecture, history and image 

of the set of buildings that characterise ‘Bairro do Pombal’, and it is essential for an adequate rehabilitation 

both of the single building and as a whole. In general, small buildings have a great adaptive capacity and 

are therefore attractive to interventions that wish to adapt to new ways of life. 

 It is therefore concluded that the intervention should be an opportunity to improve the buildings 

which have survived until today, in order to avoid its degradation, increase its life time and economic value, 

improve hygiene and salubriousness conditions and the reduction of energy consumption. It is also 

important to point out that the level of intervention is directly dependent on the level of conservation of the 

building and the purpose to which it was constructed, and it should be carried out globally and periodically 

rather than punctually, preventing the building from reaching its lifetime limit. 


